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Letter of compliance 
 
 
 
The Honourable Tim Mander, MP 
Minister for Housing and Public Works 
Level 7, 80 George Street 
BRISBANE  QLD  4000 
 
 
12 September 2013 
 
 
Dear Minister 
 
I am pleased to present the Board of Architects of Queensland Annual Report on the 
administration of the Architects Act 2002 for the financial year ended 30 June 2013. 
 
I certify that this Annual Report complies with: 
 

• the prescribed requirements of the Financial Accountability Act 2009 and the Financial 
and Performance Management Standard 2009, and 

• the detailed requirements set out in the Annual Report Requirements for Queensland 
Government Agencies. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S M Savage 
Chairperson 
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PART A 
 
COMMUNICATION OBJECTIVE 
 
This Annual Report provides information about the Board of Architects of Queensland's financial 
and non-financial performance for 2012/13. 
 
This report has been prepared for the Minister to submit to Parliament.  It has also been prepared 
to meet the needs of stakeholders including the commonwealth and local governments, industry 
and business associations, community groups, and also staff. 
 
The Queensland Government is committed to providing accessible services to Queenslanders 
from all culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.  If you have difficulty understanding 
this annual report, you can contact us on (07) 3224 4482 and an interpreter will be arranged to 
effectively communicate the report to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The action taken during the reporting period complies with Section 23 and Schedule of the Public Sector Ethics Act 
1994. 
 
Further copies of this report are available by contacting the Board on (07) 3224 4482, or on the Board's website at 
www.boaq.qld.gov.au. 
 
 
 
Board of Architects of Queensland Annual Report 2012/13. 
©Board of Architects of Queensland 2013 
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STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS 
 
The Board of Architects of Queensland is a 
statutory authority constituted under the 
Architects Act 2002 (the Act).   The Act 
commenced operation on 1 January 2003 and 
superseded the Architects Act 1985. 
Amendments to the Act contained in the 
Architects Amendment Act 2010 received assent 
and commenced on 21 April 2010. 
 
The main objects of the Act are: 

a) to protect the public by ensuring 
architectural services of an architect are 
provided in a professional and 
competent way; and 

b) to maintain public confidence in the 
standard of services provided by 
architects; and 

c) to uphold the standards of practice of 
architects. 

 
The main objects are primarily achieved by: 

a) providing for the registration of 
individuals as architects under this Act; 
and 

b) providing for the monitoring and 
enforcement of compliance with this 
Act; and  

c) imposing obligations on persons about 
the practice of architecture; and  

d) establishing the Board of Architects of 
Queensland. 

 
The Board was first constituted under the 
Architects Act 1928.  A review of the Act was 
undertaken and a new Act was brought into force 
in 1985.  Subsequently, as a result of a “Review 
of Legislation Regulating the Architectural 
Profession, Inquiry Report No. 13, 4 August 
2000” conducted by the Commonwealth 
Productivity Commission, a further review of the 
Act was undertaken by the Department of Public 
Works resulting in the Architects Act 2002. 

 
Structure 
 
The Board consists of a chairperson and six 
members.  There is a Registrar of the Board who 
is responsible for managing the administrative 
affairs of the Board.  
 
Functions and Powers 

The Architects Act 2002 as amended on 21 April 
2010 empowers the Board to: 
• assess applications made to it; 
• register individuals who are eligible for 

registration and issue certificates of 
registration; 

• conduct, or authorise, investigations 
about the professional conduct of 
architects and contraventions of the Act; 

• keep the register; 
• advise the Minister for Housing and 

Public Works about the operation of the 
Act in its application to the practice of 
architecture; 

• arrange or approve examinations in the 
practice of architecture for the purpose of 
registration under this Act: 

• advance education in architecture and 
professional standards of architects; 

• perform other functions given to the 
Board under the Architects Act 2002 or 
any other Act; and 

• perform a function incidental to one of 
the above functions. 

 
How Functions Affect the Community 

The functions of the Board of Architects of 
Queensland affect the community in that no 
persons other than persons who hold the 
prescribed qualifications and competencies may 
attain registration and consequently use the title 
“architect” and hold themselves out to be 
architects or registered architects.  Persons 
holding themselves out to the public to be 
offering architectural services using a practising 
architect must comply with the requirements of 
the Act for the protection of the public.
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Arrangements for Public Participation 
 
The Architects Act 2002 provides procedures for 
the public to lay complaints against architects or 
persons holding themselves out to be architects 
who are not registered with the Board. 
 
Public participation is sought in any review of 
the Act by the Board, prior to any 
recommendations being made to the 
Government. 
 
Categories of Documents 
 
The Board maintains the following categories of 
documents: 

• personal registration files on natural 
persons; 

• forms and information on businesses 
using the term “architect” or “registered 
architect”; 

• register of architects; 
• documents lodged in respect of 

complaints against architects; 
• documents lodged in respect of 

allegations relating to offences 
committed under the Act; and 

• general files. 
 
All of the above documents are subject to the 
requirements of the Public Records Act 2002 and 
the Information Privacy Act 2009 copies of 
which may be accessed from 
www.legislation.qld.gov.au  
 
Access to Documents 
 
Facilities for examining accessible documents 
and obtaining copies of those documents are 
available from the Board’s office at The 
Mansions, 40 George Street, Brisbane. 

 
Right to Information Act 2009 (RTI) 
Procedures and Contact Point 
 
The Registrar of the Board is the contact person 
for RTI matters and is available to assist 
applicants to submit an application to comply 

with the Act. No applications were received 
during the year.  
 
Applications should be addressed to: 

Registrar 
Board of Architects of Queensland 
PO Box 15343  
City East  Qld  4002 

or delivered in person to: 

Registrar 
Board of Architects of Queensland 
The Mansions 
40 George Street 
Brisbane  Qld  4000 

 

Amendments to the Act 
 
The Architects Act 2002 was amended during the 
2009 – 2010 financial year with the main 
objectives being to: 

• introduce a simplified registration 
scheme which adopts procedures 
approved by the Architects 
Accreditation Council of Australia 
(AACA) and which have been adopted 
by architects’ registration boards in the 
Australian States and Territories; 

• broaden the fitness to practise provisions 
in respect of health assessments of 
architects and  the provision of criminal 
history reports by the Commissioner of 
Police; 

• permit a registered architect to register 
as a non-practising architect in 
circumstances where they do not intend 
to practise; and 

• introduce a range of miscellaneous 
amendments in relation to matters such 
as the powers of the Board in the 
registration process, restoration of 
registration, staffing of the Board, 
disciplinary and penalty provisions and 
disciplinary provisions relating to 
formerly registered architects.  

• make Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) a requirement of 

http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/
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continuing registration in respect of  the 
process of renewal or restoration of 
registration. 

 
Continuing Registration Requirements 

A program for CPD compliance is currently 
being administered by the Board to comply with 
Continuing Registration Requirements.  An audit 
of practising architects commenced in  
September 2012. 
 
Code of Practice 

The Board’s Code of Practice was approved 
under Regulation on 9 June 2005 and was last 
reviewed on 29 April 2011. It may be accessed 
from the Board’s website: 
 www.boaq.qld.gov.au
 
Performance Agreement 

The Board entered into an agreement with the 
Minister pursuant to section 99 of the Act, 
identifying the Board’s strategic direction for the 
2012/2013 financial year and the two following 
years. 
 

MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 
ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Pursuant to section 107 of the Act the Board 
advises: 

(a) no ministerial direction was given to the 
Board under section 98(1) of the Act 
during the year;  

(b) the Board’s activities during the year 
were consistent with its performance 
agreement; and 

(c) details in respect of disciplinary matters 
or offences under the Act may be found 
at pages 7 and 8. 

 

THE BOARD 
 
The Architects Act 2002 provides for a Board 
membership of seven.  Six of those members are 
nominated by the Minister for Housing and 
Public Works. One is elected by registered 
architects.    
 

The Members from 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013 
were: 

Professor S Savage (Chairperson) (academic 
representative from a prescribed school of 
architecture) 

Mr B Medek (Deputy Chairperson) 
(representative of Queensland Chapter of the 
Australian Institute of Architects) 

Ms T Dennis (an architect who resides and 
undertakes architectural services in  regional 
Queensland) 

Ms J Whitehead (lawyer with at least 10 
years experience in Building & Construction 
Industry)  

Ms K Seaman (person with at least 10 years 
experience as a construction contractor) from 
1 January 2012 
Mr M Duggan (person who is not an 
architect)

Mr John Deicke (elected member). 

This Board met 10 times during the period from 
1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013. The number of 
meetings attended and total remuneration 
received by these members are as follows: 
 
S Savage 8  $2,842.00 
J Whitehead 10         $3,006.00 
B Medek 10  $3,006.00 
J Deicke 8         $2,338.00 
T Dennis 10 $3,284.00 
K Seaman 7 $2,004.00 
M Duggan 10 $3,006.00 

 
Ms Dennis received Special Assignment Fees 
additional to her meeting fees for participation in 
the State and National Visiting Panel process 
through which the Queensland university 
schools of architecture retain their accreditation 
with the Architects Accreditation Council of 
Australia (AACA). 
 
There has been no overseas travel undertaken by 
Board members on behalf of the Board during 
the year.   

http://www.boaq.qld.gov.au/
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BUSINESS 
 
The Business of the Board is managed by the 
Registrar, Mr Denis Bergin who is assisted by an 
Assistant Registrar and an Administration 
Officer.    
 

FINANCE 
 
The Board is a non-profit, self-funded Statutory 
Authority which operates in accordance with the 
Architects Act 2002. 
 
The audited annual financial statements of the 
Board have been prepared pursuant to section 
62(1) of the Financial Accountability Act 2009 , 
relevant sections of the Financial and 
Performance Management Standard 2009 and 
other prescribed requirements. 
 

REGISTRATION 
 
The Board considered 135 applications from 
individuals seeking registration as architects, all 
of which were approved. A further 43 
individuals were restored following previous 
removal from the register. 
 
The number of individuals registered as 
architects in Queensland at 30 June 2013 was 
2708. 

 
ARCHITECTURAL BUSINESSES 
 
The approval of architectural companies ceased 
with the introduction of the Architects Act 2002.   
 
On 1 July 2003, amendments to the Act 
commenced which allowed architectural 
companies to use the word “architect” or 
“architectural services” in their title or names 
without thereby offending against the Act if they 
provided to the Board an approved notice 
pursuant to the amendments. Further amendment 
to the Act in 2010 provided for all architectural 
businesses to use the notice.    
 
Over 450 businesses have lodged relevant 
notices with the Board under the amendments. 

The notices disclose details of the businesses’ 
offices and architects responsible for the 
architectural services offered. 
 
Amendments to the Act effective 21 April 2010 
contain new provisions under section 141(A) 
which had previously only related to companies 
but now have been expanded to include all 
businesses. 
 
EXAMINATIONS 
 
The Board conducts the Architectural Practice 
Examination (APE) on behalf of the Architects 
Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA). 
This examination currently qualifies candidates 
for registration pursuant to the Architects Act 
2002.  
 
The APE is a three part examination which 
provides an Australia wide, uniform format for 
registration of architects based on the AACA 
national competency standards.  The second part 
of the APE, the national written examination 
paper, is prepared by the AACA and the same 
paper is sat at the same time and day in each 
State and Territory.  The Board is responsible for 
the appointment of a State Convenor to represent 
the Board in the preparation and conduct of the 
APE.  Mr Ian Hamilton was appointed to this 
position in August 2011. 
 
In September 2012, 82 candidates applied for 
Parts 1 & 2 of the Architectural Practice 
Examination.  80 candidates sat the National 
Examination Paper (NEP) and 71 were 
successful.  79 candidates applied for the Part 3 
oral examination of whom 63 were successful. 
 
In April 2013, 47 candidates applied for 
admission to Parts 1 & 2 of the APE.  47 
candidates sat the National Examination Paper 
(NEP) and 32 were successful.  47 candidates 
applied for the Part 3 oral examination of whom 
34 were successful. 
 
The Board records its appreciation to the 
University of Queensland, the Queensland 
University of Technology and members of the 
profession for their assistance in the conduct of 
these examinations. 
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BREACHES OF THE ACT 

Complaints against Architects 

Two matters were carried over from the previous 
financial year. One complaint resulted in the 
Board deciding to undertake an investigation 
under section 42(1)(b) of the Act. The Board 
then decided to enter into an agreed undertaking 
with the architect pursuant to section 73(2)(b) of 
the Act. The other complaint remains ongoing.  
 
A further eight complaints were received during 
the course of the year. The Board decided in six 
cases not to undertake an investigation on the 
basis that the complaints did not disclose any 
grounds upon which it was reasonably open to 
the Board to conclude that a ground for 
disciplinary action might be established against 
the architect. Two complaints are subject to 
investigations which are ongoing as of 30 June 
2013. 
  
Part 7 Offences under the Act 
 
Part 7 of the Architects Act 2002 creates various 
offences which the Board is responsible to 
enforce. 
   
Part 7 of the Architects Act 2002 makes it an 
offence for a person to use the term “architect” 
or “registered architect” or hold themselves out 
to be an architect unless registered pursuant to 
the Act.  Only individuals may be registered.  
Part 7 sets out various requirements which a 
person must follow in order to offer architectural 
services to the public from a place.  
 
The Board received eighteen new complaints 
and considered one existing complaint from 
2011-2012 during the year concerning potential 
breaches of Part 7 of the Act by persons other 
than architects. In respect of the complaint from 
the previous year the Board filed charges in the 
Brisbane Magistrates Court resulting in Stephen 
Ainsworth Ingram pleading guilty to multiple 
offences under the Act and being fined $11,000 
as well as $30,000 in costs being awarded to the 
Board. 
 

In respect of the other complaints, the Board 
decided to send warning letters to the subjects of 
these complaints advising of the provisions of 
Part 7 of the Act.   
 
Complaints made under Part 7 of the Act are 
generally in respect of persons allegedly holding 
themselves out to be architects. To assist the 
public in understanding the role and 
responsibilities of an architect, the Board 
commissioned the preparation of a brochure to 
inform the public of the benefits of engaging an 
architect. The brochure has been widely 
distributed across the State, to members of the 
public and the profession. 
 

REVIEW OF BOARD DECISIONS BY THE 
QUEENSLAND CIVIL AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL (QCAT)  

No applications were made to the QCAT. 
 
  
ACCREDITATION OF ARCHITECTURAL 
SCHOOLS 
 
Only qualifications in architecture recognised by 
AACA or deemed equivalent by AACA meet the 
requirement for eligibility for registration under 
the Act. 
 
The Board maintains a role in the accreditation 
of fully accredited courses of architecture 
offered by the University of Queensland and the 
Queensland University of Technology.  During 
the year, representatives of the Board 
participated in State and National Visiting 
Panels. 
 
Two new schools of architecture at Griffith and 
Bond Universities have been established over the 
past three years with Preliminary Assessments 
being undertaken in preparation for a future 
National Visiting Panel Assessment. 
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BOARD STUDENT PRIZES 

The awarding of prizes in recognition of 
students’ academic achievement in the courses in 
architecture at the University of Queensland and 
the Queensland University of Technology has 
long been a tradition of the Board, this year 
being the 73rd such occasion. 
 
The recipients of this year’s prizes are: 

The University of Queensland 
Rachael McCall 

Queensland University of Technology 
Nicholas Martoo 

 

 
ARCHITECTS ACCREDITATION 
COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA (AACA) 

The Architects Accreditation Council of 
Australia (AACA), consisting of representatives 
of all Australian Architects Registration Boards, 
provides a forum for the discussion of matters of 
common interest, particularly the various aspects 
of registration and architectural education. 

AACA also provides the services of a national 
assessment panel in architecture which 
provisionally assesses the academic 
qualifications of overseas persons as to their 
equivalence with accepted Australian standards.  
State and Territory committees on behalf of 
AACA confirm these assessments by interview 
of candidates. 

The Board continues to provide updated 
information to the AACA national listing of 
registered architects across all jurisdictions 
within Australia. 

AACA meets annually and the Board’s 
representation is maintained by the Chairperson 
and the Registrar. Current priorities of the 
AACA include a review of the Architectural 
Practice Examination which is an integral part of 
the eligibility requirements that must be satisfied 
by applicants applying under the provisions of 

the Architects Act 2002 for registration as an 
architect in Queensland.  

Also, the AACA remains pro-actively committed 
to the national recognition of registered 
architects. The Board of Directors of AACA 
supports the adoption of a proposed national 
registration model based upon modification of 
current mutual recognition arrangements.  

The Board will continue to enter into dialogue 
with AACA and the other State and Territory 
Boards on the issue of national recognition of 
registration of architects. Harmonisation will 
continue across a broad range of practices and 
procedures affecting architectural jurisdictions.   
 
 
GENERAL 
 
The Board places on record its appreciation for 
assistance received from the officers of various 
Government Departments, AACA, other  
Statutory Authorities, and in particular the 
Department of Housing and Public Works. 
 
Publication of the Annual Report 
 
An electronic copy of the Annual Report is 
available on the Board’s website at 
www.boaq.qld.gov.au  
 
 

http://www.boaq.qld.gov.au/
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